List of Studies for Failure Free Reading

For the purposes of the WWC review we are collecting copies of published and unpublished research
reports, book chapters, theses and dissertations, and journal articles on Failure Free Reading. We
include in this document a list of the documents we have located so far. Please review this list, below,
which lists all documents we were able to obtain in full copy, and let us know if there are any additional
documents or reports which are relevant to this review and are not included in this list.
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Intervention Summary for Failure Free Reading

Please review the intervention description below, and tell us whether we have described the
intervention accurately, and whether we have included all relevant details. If the WWC writes an
intervention report for Failure Free Reading, the information you provide may be incorporated into the
report and posted to the WWC website for public access.

Program description

Failure Free Reading is a language development program designed to improve vocabulary,
fluency, word recognition, and reading comprehension for Kindergarten through grade 12
students who score in the bottom 15 percent on standardized tests and who have not responded to
conventional beginning reading instruction. The three key dimensions of the program are
repeated exposure to text, predictable sentence structures, and story concepts that require
minimal prior knowledge. The program combines systematic, scripted teacher instruction,
talking software, workbook exercises, and independent reading activities. The program is
delivered through small group or individual instruction.

Developer and contact

Failure Free Reading is distributed by Failure Free Reading. Address: 140 Cabarrus Ave. W.,
Concord, NC 28025. Web: http://www.failurefreeonline.com/index_parents.php. Telephone:
(800) 542-2170.

Scope of use
Failure Free Reading was founded in 1988 by JFL Enterprises, Inc. In 1996 it became Failure
Free Reading and since then has been implemented in approximately 7,500 schools across the
United States.

Teaching

Failure Free Reading uses a model of repetition, text control, and student performance feedback
to scaffold fluency and comprehension skills. Students read material designed to be of interest at
their grade/age level. Students learn to read words, sentences, passages, and Lexile-leveled
stories through repeated presentations, listening, discussions, readings, and reviews. Teachers
monitor student progress with criterion-referenced print and online assessments and reports. The
program is delivered through small group or individual instruction. The level of instruction is
determined by the students’ challenge or frustration level, based on the assumption that repetition
is not boring for struggling readers. Failure Free Reading also includes the Joseph Readers’
Talking Software that is “reading neutral,” meaning that students do not have to know how to
read in order to learn critical words and passages. In this software, every item on the screen can
be read aloud to the students. Verbal Master Software & Print is another available software,
which aims to promote spelling, vocabulary, reading, and composition skills. Failure Free
Reading provides product training and staff development. Training sessions address classroom
management, education plans for students, parent involvement, teacher communications, and
reporting. Follow-up visits and access to online technical and telephone support are included.
Three-day intensive “train the trainer” sessions are available for district-level implementation.



Cost

Failure Free Reading costs from $300 for a single online student subscription to $37,500 for a
full school implementation, based on multi-platform, networked software. Training costs range
from $750 to $2,500, plus trainer expenses.

Source: IES Intervention Report



Embargo Agreement for Failure Free Reading
The signatory agrees not to copy, distribute, or discuss any draft reports of Failure Free Reading
products with members of the public outside your organization, prior to release of the report by the
Institute of Education Sciences. The report release date, if any, is yet to be determined. We can only

send a courtesy copy of the report to your organization if we receive a signed embargo agreement.

Please specify to whom the report should be sent (please print):

Name (first, middle, last)

Title

Organization

Phone:

E-Mail Address:

Fax:

Signature:

Date:




